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TOPIC 1

THE DEFINITION OF THE ENGLISH GARDEN

The term “English Garden” is on everyone’s lips around the world
these days. But when it comes to clearly defining what the English gar-
den really is, it is not as easy as you might think. One person will start
talking about the kind of flowers a certain garden has, while another will
mention the typical flowerpots — and call them “containers” — that
another garden has. One thing that is true about one particular garden
may not necessarily apply to other gardens. Any attempt to define the
English garden by its shape, or the kind of plants in it, or by the impres-
sions it gives you, will fall short. The only way that is likely to work is to
study its history — how the English garden has evolved into what people
call by that name today.

Here is a brief history of the English garden, featuring some of the
major phases that have marked each stage of its development.
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ég»EXERCISEs

READ AND LISTEN

Read and listen to the passage on the opposite page. Then do the following
exercises.

A. TRUE OR FALSE I| Listen to the statements on the tape. Circle T if the state-
) ment is true, F if it is false.

B. WORDS AND PHRASES I Listen to the definitions of the words and phrases below
’ on the tape. Circle the correct definitions.

1. container a, b. C
2. plants a. b. c
3. toevolve a. b. C.

LOOK AND LISTEN

Listen to the tape as you look at the picture. First you will hear a short
passage followed by a question. Circle the correct answers below.

. For unusual flowers.

1. a. Ancient times. b. The Middle Ages.
c. The present age.
2. a. It'sin England. b. It's in Ireland.
c. It's in Wales.
3. a. It'salarge-scale garden.
b. It's a rather small garden.
c. It’s moderately well-designed.
4. a. For different kinds of “containers”.
b
c

. For various types of flowerpots.
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